
 
Today we commemorate Christ’s agony and death and hear his 
words spoken from the cross - words of abandonment and thirst 
but also of forgiveness, promise, comfort, and fulfilment. How 
do these words speak to you? How do they impact you and 
make the cross of Christ and his suffering impact your life? 

Luke 23:33 – 34:  When they came to the place that is called The 

Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his 

right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; 

for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to 

divide his clothing. 

Luke 23:39 – 43: 39: One of the criminals who were hanged 

there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? 

Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you 

not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for 

we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has 

done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when 

you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today 

you will be with me in Paradise.’ 

Mark 15:33 – 34: When it was noon, darkness came over the 

whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus 

cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which 

means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ 

John 19:28 – 30: After this, when Jesus knew that all was now 

finished, he said (in order to fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A 

jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full 

of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When 

Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Almighty God, send your blessing upon all who devoutly recalled 
the death of your Son in the sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection. Grant them pardon; bring them comfort. May their 
faith grow stronger and their eternal salvation be assured. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

“Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy night, when our Lord 
Jesus Christ passed from death to life, the Church invites her 
children throughout the world to come together in vigil and 
prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord. We remember his death 
and resurrection by hearing his word and celebrating his 
mysteries; we are confident that we shall share his victory over 
death and live with him for ever in God.” 
                       -The Book of Alternative Services, p.322 

Eternal Giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the 
radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your Church with the 
Spirit given to us in baptism, that we may worship you in 
sincerity and truth, and shine as a light in the world; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Luke 24:1-9: On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came 

to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found 

the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they 

did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, 

suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The 

women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the 

men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the 

dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, 

while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed 

over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ 

Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, 

they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest.  

‘He is not here, but has risen’.  
Dwell with these words for a while.  
Where is this living Lord to be found in your life?  
How do you sense him now?  
‘He has risen.’ For a moment talk to the risen Lord as 
friends do, sharing with him whatever is in your heart and 
mind today. 

 

Dear friends,                                                                                                                  
Every celebration comes to us as part of a larger journey, 
and in no case is this truer than with the celebration of 
Easter.  

The resurrection of Jesus, which we celebrate at Easter, 
is part of a much larger journey. Together with his death the 
resurrection of Jesus represents the single most important 
turning point in history’s greatest journey - the journey of God’s 
people and God’s world out of slavery and exile to sin and death 
into a new life of freedom and promise with God.   

The journey through Lent and especially through Holy 
Week opens our awareness to the larger journey within which 
Christ’s death and resurrection are so crucial. The traditions of 
Holy Week deepen our appreciation of why exactly Easter is so 
worth celebrating by bringing the events of Christ’s death and 
resurrection to bear on our own personal journey. Holy Week 
helps us come to see ourselves on this journey with Christ and all 
his people to a new life of promised with God.     
 I truly hope that you are able to join us on this journey 
through Holy Week to the celebration Christ’s resurrection at 
Easter, and I pray, whether you are able to journey with us in 
person or in spirit only, that by God’s grace you are able to truly 
celebrate Christ’s victory over sin and death with us this Easter 
and beyond. 

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The Rev. David Turner +         



HolyWeek Schedule 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
Sunday, March 20th 
9am  BCP Eucharist 

10:30 am Holy Communion 
with children’s program 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday, March 24th 

6pm Soup and Bread 
7pm Liturgy of Maundy Thursday 

Good Friday  
Friday, March 25th 

10am Commemoration 
of the Lord’s Passion 

with children’s program 

Holy Saturday 
Saturday, March 26th 

8pm The Service of Light, Vigil and 
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows 

Resurrection Sunday (Easter) 
Sunday, March 27th 
9am BCP Eucharist 

10:30am Holy Communion 
with children’s program 
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“On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph. The people welcomed him with palms and 
shouts of praise, but the path before him led to self-giving, 
suffering, and death. Today we greet him as our King, although 
we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross. We follow him 
this week from the glory of the palms to the glory of the 
resurrection by way of the dark road of suffering and death. 
United with him in his suffering on the cross, may we share his 
resurrection and new life.” 
                        -The Book of Alternative Services, p.297 

God of our salvation, assist us mercifully with your help, 
that we may enter with joy into the celebration of those 
mighty acts whereby you give us life and immortality; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 

something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form 

of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 

point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore, God also highly 

exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Our reading from Philippians reminds us that Jesus’ glory 
is truly revealed not in the enthusiasm of the crowds that 
celebrate him, but the humility of his self-giving love.  

In what ways do you desire to be more Christ-like in your 
attitude towards others and the world around you? 

Take some time to ask God for whatever it is you feel you 
need in order to see the mind of Christ growing in your 
own heart and mind and life.   

 

“This is the day that Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the 
hands of those who would slay him. This is the day that Christ 
gathered with his disciples in the upper room. This is the day that 
Christ took a towel and washed the disciples’ feet, giving us an 
example that we should do to others as he has done to us. This is 
the day that Christ our God gave us this holy feast, that we who 
eat this bread and drink this cup may here proclaim his Holy 
Sacrifice and be partakers of his resurrection, and at the last day 
may reign with him in heaven.” 
                                  -The Book of Alternative Services, p.304 

O God, your Son Jesus Christ has left to us this meal of bread 
and wine in which we share his body and his blood. May we 
who celebrate this sign of his great love show in our lives 
the fruits of his redemption; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

John 13:3-5; 12-15 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 

and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from 

the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 

Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 

feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 

returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have 

done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 

for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set 

you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 

Imagine yourself in this scene. Can you allow Jesus to wash 
your feet, to be so close to you and serve you in this way? 

When you are ready ask him to show you whom he wants 
you to serve in the same way. 


